restriction endonuclease techniques, Linnemann and co-workers demonstrated horizontal transmission of HSV-1 from a father to a newborn in a neonatal nursery. A second neonate also harbored the epidemic strain, but the mode of transmission in that instance was not entirely clear. 5 Adams et al recently reported a series of acute herpetic infections occurring among nurses and patients in a pediatric intensive care unit. Restriction endonuclease analysis showed two clusters of infections were caused by different epidemic strains of HSV-1. There was clear epidemiologic and biologic evidence of cross-infection between employees and patients. 6 Similar evidence or hospital transmission of HSV in oncology units and delivery rooms has not yet been documented. Nevertheless, we consider these high risk areas for nosocomial transmission. We urge that infection control practitioners and committees carefully reexamine their current hospital guidelines for HSV.
